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Town of Urbanna 
Town Council  

Monthly Meeting 
Council Chambers-390 Virginia St. Suite B 

May 9, 2024 
 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 
Mayor Goldsmith called the meeting to order at 6:00pm 
Present-Members of Council 
 Mayor Bill Goldsmith 
 Marjorie Austin 
 Larry Chowning (arrived at 6:17pm) 
 Alana Courtney 
 Merri Hanson 

Beth Justice 
 Sandy Sturgill 
 
Other Attendees 
 Ted Costin-Town Administrator 
 Andrea Erard-Town Attorney 
 Michele Hutton-Town Treasurer 
 Martha Rodenburg-Town Clerk 
 Members of press and public 
 
All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Councilmember Austin made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. 
Councilmember Hanson seconded. 
 Austin, Courtney, Hanson, Justice, Sturgill, and Goldsmith voted yes 
 Motion passed 6-0 
 
SPECIAL RECOGNITION-FRIENDS OF URBANNA ESSAY CONTEST WINNER 

 Lazarus Doiron, a 6th grader at Saint Claire Walker Middle School was recognized as the winner of the Friends of 
Urbanna (FOU) John Mitchell Essay Contest. 

 Peni Roberts of FOU distributed their quarterly report and informed council they would be receiving a report 
regarding the museum and FOU activities every quarter.  

 
MINUTES 
Councilmember Austin made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 11, 2024 organizational meeting. 
Councilmember Sturgill seconded. 
 Austin, Courtney, Hanson, Justice, Sturgill, and Goldsmith voted yes 
 Motion passed 6-0 
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REPORTS 
Town Administrator 
Mr. Costin reported the following: 

 Pool had to be drained and cleaned of debris, but will be ready for opening. 
 4th of July contracts moving forward. 
 No Parking signs for Virginia Street draft presented. 
 Cameras installed in Town Hall. 
 Remaining cameras will be installed next fiscal year. 
 No progress with Verizon on moving lines on poles, will follow-up. 
 Continues to work with state agencies to get the No Wake signs replaced. 
 No progress on Comp Plan, but continues to work on possible solutions (hiring an intern). 
 Uptick in complaints regarding grass and general maintenance throughout the town. 
 Town Attorney will update council on building purchase.  

 
Discussion took place regarding the draft “No Parking” sign proposed by Mr. Costin.  Different options were discussed, 
including separate sign for directional indicators, and a “use at your own risk”.   
 
Andrea Erard, Town Attorney, updated council on the closing of the purchase of 390 Virginia Street, Town Hall. 
She explained there were issues that occurred before the originally scheduled closing, which has delayed it.  Closing may 
be broken into two parts, the building first, then the remaining property.  Closing may take place in the next week. 
 
Treasurer 
Ms. Hutton presented the Treasurer’s report to include: 

 Town made $500 from the Lewis & Clark Circus. 
 Due to the date and time it was scheduled, it did not generate as much income as last year. 

 
Councilmember Chowning made a point to thank the Oyster Festival Foundation for the use of their property next to 
Taber Park for the circus. 
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Finance Committee 
Mayor Goldsmith reported: 

 Marnie Harte is developing a policy for future use of the Taber Fund. 
 Budget is being reviewed and will be presented to council at the next meeting. 

 
Water Committee 
Mayor Goldsmith reported: 

 Phase 2 of the of the new well, which includes the infrastructure, is currently being bid out, with bids being 
opened in June. 

 Interim financing for well is up in September, and discussion is taking place about extending it or self-financing. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Kristi Anzivino-spoke to request the sign at end of Virginia Street be in color and have the town seal included, the 
proposed site for the kayak launch at north side of marina, and move forward with establishing a park at the end of 
Virginia Street. 
 
COUNCIL/STAFF COMMENT 
Councilmember Sturgill responded she is in favor of making the Virginia Street property a park, and commented that 
there had been progress made last year, but nothing went forward.  The Payne Sisters should be honored, and an effort 
should be made to raise funds.  
 
Discussion took place regarding possible future plans, including getting a group together, with Councilmember Austin 
adding she would lead an ad hoc committee.  The discussion ended without making a final decision, with the mayor 
stating the matter would be discussed individually. 
 
OLD BUSINESS   
Pool Rules 
Mayor Goldsmith and Mr. Costin explained the proposed pool rules had been developed based on the template council 
had discussed at the previous meeting, along with feedback from Signature Pools and VRSA (Town insurance provider). 
 
Councilmember Austin made a motion to accept the pool rules for the Marshall Community Pool at Taber Park as 
presented, and authorize staff to purchase the necessary signage. 
Councilmember Hanson seconded. 
Austin, Chowning, Courtney, Hanson, Justice, Sturgill, and Goldsmith voted yes 
 Motion passed 7-0 
 
Marshall Family Pool opening celebration 
Mr. Costin presented the plans for the Marshall Community Pool opening event. 
 
Councilmember Austin made a motion to direct staff to proceed with the implementation of the Pool Opening Event 
program as presented. 
Councilmember Sturgill seconded. 
Austin, Chowning, Courtney, Hanson, Justice, Sturgill, and Goldsmith voted yes 
 Motion passed 7-0 
 
Pickett-Special Use Permit 
Mr. Costin spoke to council regarding the public hearing and discussion for Special Use Permit 2024-SUP-01 for Shawn 
Pickett to allow for retail sales of food and drink together with arcade and board game access permitted with a special 
use permit by and subsequently a restaurant permitted with a special use permit.   
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The proposed conditions presented to council were developed after the public hearing and the applicant agrees with the 
conditions, with the exception of #9 which is a fencing requirement.   
 
The parking condition was waived.  While it is in the Town Code, it can be waived by the Zoning Administrator or 
Planning Commission, and was done so in this case. 
 
Councilmember Austin questioned [condition #9] the reasoning behind requiring the privacy fence, since it is such a 
large expense, and no other businesses have had that condition imposed on them. 
 
Mr. Costin responded he added that based on concerns by adjacent property owners.  He commented the argument 
could be made for the adjacent property owners to erect their own fence.  
 
Further discussion took place regarding the existing fencing, with council agreeing it wasn’t a necessary condition.  
 
Councilmember Courtney brought up her concerns regarding parking and safety in that area.  With additional taking 
place about parking requirements in the Town Code. 
 
Councilmember Austin made a motion to approve this [2024-ORD-03 approving 2024-SUP-01] but exclude #9, and 
move the numbers up. 
Councilmember Sturgill seconded. 
Austin, Chowning, Courtney, Hanson, Justice, Sturgill, and Goldsmith voted yes 
 Motion passed 7-0 
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Mr. Pickett made a comment regarding supporting Friends of Urbanna, but was not recorded due to the conversation 
taking place from the floor. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
July 4th Contracts 
Mr. Costin presented invoices for Chapman’s Magic to provide carnival activities, and the band Dance Candy to perform. 
 
Councilmember Austin made the motion to allow the Town Administrator to approve the invoice from Chapman’s 
Magic for carnival activities as noted on the invoice, and also execute the contract with Dance Candy. 
Councilmember Justice seconded. 
Austin, Chowning, Courtney, Hanson, Justice, Sturgill, and Goldsmith voted yes. 
 Motion passed 7-0 
 
Mr. Costin noted there is a proposed ad for the July 4th activities that Councilmember Justice will format for publication. 
 
Lindke v. Freed 
Town Attorney, Andrea Erard discussed the law as it relates to social media, and summarized a recent Supreme Court of 
the United States decision, Lindke v. Freed which has given clarity as to when you can delete comments on social media, 
and when you can’t.  
 
Ms. Erard explained if [a public official] maintains their social media account as strictly personal, comments can be 
deleted. If official business is posted on their social media page, it crosses a line into becoming a public forum. 
 
Her advice was to keep personal pages personal, if posting something government related then think of it as a public 
forum and have a rule to not delete comments.  
 
In response to a question by Mayor Goldsmith, Ms. Erard explained from the court’s stand point are you chilling the 
exercise of free speech.  Have a rule and be consistent.  Keeping in mind the extent to which you post on your personal 
social media about public events and public matters, you could open yourself up to have a public forum.   
 
Discussion took place regarding different scenarios which may or may not violate the FOIA meeting rules and may limit 
the freedom of speech of members of the public.  Ms. Erard recommended keeping personal and town business email 
accounts separate, as well as keeping social media accounts separate.  
 
Councilmember Justice commented, per Ms. Erard’s advice, she was stepping down as administrator of the “What’s 
Happening in Urbanna” Facebook page. 
 
Further discussion took place regarding “blocking” on social media and other subjects in relation to the use of social 
media as a public official.   
 
In response to Councilmember Hanson asking Ms. Erard what guidance she would recommend on how they should 
comport themselves, Ms. Erard advised council to act in a professional and courteous manner at all times, and put their 
best foot forward for the community.  She reminded them, open conflict by the governing body may affect whether or 
not a business would locate to a locality, and can affect economic development.  Manage conflict in a respectful way.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
From the floor, it was announced Paul Malone would be speaking at the Urbanna Baptist Church on May 31st at 2pm 
regarding his cancer journey. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Councilmember Austin thanked Billy Mayo for his assistance with the recent water main break. 
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ADJOURN
Councilmember Austin made a motion to adjourn.  
Councilmember Justice seconded. 
Austin, Chowning, Courtney, Hanson, Justice, Sturgill, and Goldsmith voted yes. 

Motion passed 7-0 

Meeting adjourned at 7:14pm

Submitted by:

_________________________________
Martha J.  Rodenburg
Town Clerk 
Approved by Town Council 9/26/2024

Submitted by:

______________________________


