The Town Council of the Town of Urbanna held a Special Called Meeting on April 2, 2020 at
10:00a.m. in the Chambers of Town Hall. Mayor Diane Gravatt called the meeting to order.
Members present were: Diane Gravatt, Bill Smith, Bill Goldsmith, George DeVries, and Larry
Chowning. Boyd Wiley and Barbara Hartley were absent. Also present were Holly Gailey-Town
Administrator, Andy Bury-Town Attorney. Barbara Hartley joined the meeting at 10:03a.m.

At this time, George Devries read Resolution 2020-RES-01, Declaration of Local Emergency. Bill
Goldsmith made a motion to accept the resolution and Bill Smith Seconded the motion. Before
the roll call, Barbara Hartley asked for clarification for who the Director of Emergency
Management was for the town to which Mayor Gravatt responded that this position falls to the
Town Administrator. Those voting to approve the resolution and answering aye to the roll call
vote were: Bill Goldsmith, Bill Smith, Larry Chowning, Barbara Hartley and George DeVries. A
copy of this has been attached to the minutes.

The next item on the agenda was discussion on the purchase of technology that would allow for
virtual electronic meetings during the COVID-19 pandemic. A motion was made by Bill
Goldsmith to approve the purchase of electronic data equipment. This motion was seconded by
Bill Smith. Those answering aye to the roll call vote to approve the purchase was: Bill
Goldsmith, Bill Smith, Larry Chowning, Barbara Hartley and George DeVries.

At 10:28 a.m., George DeVries made a motion to adjourn. This was seconded by Barbara
Hartley. Answering aye to the roll call vote were George DeVries, Barbara Hartley, Bill
Goldsmith, Bill Smith and Larry Chowning.

RESOLUTION 2020-RES-01

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF URBANNA,
VIRGINIA CONFIRMING AND RATIFYING THE DECLARATION OF A LOCAL
EMERGENCY ISSUED BY THE DIRECTOR OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ON
MARCH 30, 2020, MADE NECESSARY BY COVID-19 AND IMPLEMENTING
EMERGENCY PROCEDURES TO ENSURE CONTINUITY OF TOWN
GOVERNMENT.

WHEREAS, on January 31, 2020, the United States Health and Human Services
Secretary declared a public health emergency for the entire United States to aid the healthcare
community in responding to COVID-19; and,

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization declared the COVID-19
outbreak a pandemic; and

WHEREAS. on March 12, 2020. the Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia issued
Executive Order Fifty-One declaring a state of emergency in the Commonwealth of Virginia in



response to the spread of COVID-19, and declared the anticipated effects of COVID-19 to be a
disaster as described in Section 44-146.21 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended; and

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020 the President of the United States declared a national
emergency beginning March 1, 2020, in response to the spread of COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, on March 15, 2020, the Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia
announced a ban on all gatherings of one hundred or more people statewide; and

WHEREAS, on March 16, 2020, the President of the United States urged people to
avoid gathering in groups of more than 10 people; and

WHEREAS, on March 23, 2020, the Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia issued
Executive Order Fifty-Three declaring temporary restrictions on Restaurants, Recreational,
Entertainment, gatherings, non-essential retail businesses, and the closure of K-12 Schools for
the remainder of the 2019-2020 school year.

WHEREAS, on March 30, 2020, the Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia issues
Executive Order Fifty-Five declaring a temporary stay at home order.

WHEREAS, Section 44-146.21 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, prescribes
necessary actions associated with a local emergency; and

WHEREAS, Section 44-146.21 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, prescribes
two methods for declaring an emergency: the first is accomplished by the local Director of
Emergency Management with the consent of the governing body; the second is accomplished by
the Director of Emergency Management without the initial consent of the governing body, but
such declaration must be confirmed by the governing body at its next regularly scheduled
meeting or at a special meeting within 45 days of the declaration, whichever occurs first; and

WHEREAS, it was necessary and proper for the Town of Urbanna Director of
Emergency Management to, on March 30, 2020, declare a local emergency and disaster in the
Town of Urbanna, Virginia, arising from the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19), without
first obtaining the consent of the Town Council of Town of Urbanna, Virginia, and confirmation
by the members of the Town Council is now required by law; and,

WHEREAS, the Urbanna Town Council is satisfied that the public health threat posed
by COVID-19 constitutes a real and substantial threat to health and safety of persons and
property in the Town of Urbanna, Virginia and that it necessitated a declaration of local
emergency; and

WHEREAS, the Urbanna Town Council finds that emergency measures are necessary to

mitigate the ongoing emergency and disaster that is occurring in the Commonwealth of Virginia
and to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens; and



WHEREAS, state law requires that localities, their governing bodies and governing-
body appointed boards, commissions, and committees, comply with applicable open meeting and
public hearing requirements, including those contained in the Virginia Freedom of Information
Act, Va. Code Section 2.2-3700 et seq.; and

WHEREAS, compliance with generally applicable open meeting and public hearing
requirements during the state and local declared emergency is not practicable or reasonable, and
would pose an undue risk to the health and safety of the members of Town boards,
commissions, and committees and the public at large; and

WHEREAS, in order to assure continuity in town government, in light of the risk posed
to public health and safety by virtue of the COVID-19 pandemic and the state and local declared
emergency, it is deemed necessary and appropriate to modify, for a limited period of time, the
practices and procedures generally attendant to open meetings and public hearings; and

WHEREAS, Section 15.2-1413 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, provides,
“Notwithstanding any contrary provision of law, general or special, any locality may, by
ordinance, provide a method to assure continuity in its government, in the event of an enemy
attack or other disaster. Such ordinance shall be limited in its effect to a period not exceeding six
months after any such attack or disaster and shall provide for a method for the resumption of
normal governmental authority by the end of the six-month period.”; and

WHEREAS, this Emergency Ordinance in response to the disaster caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic promotes public health, safety and welfare and is consistent with the law
of the Commonwealth of Virginia, the Constitution of Virginia and the Constitution of the
United States of America.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED pursuant to Section 15.2-1413 of the Code
of Virginia, 1950, as amended, the following emergency procedures are adopted and enacted by
the Town Council of Urbanna this 2nd day of April, 2020:

1. That it hereby confirms and ratifies the Declaration of Local Emergency made on
March 30, 2020 by the Director of Emergency Management.

2. That it understands and confirms that the Declaration of Local Emergency empowers
the Director of Emergency Management with special authority and duties, said authority
and duties being defined by the laws, rules, regulations and plans of the United States of
America, the Commonwealth of Virginia and the Town of Urbanna.

3. That the infectious nature of COVID-19 makes it unsafe to assemble in one location
members of the public and/or a quorum for public bodies including the Town Council,



the Planning Commission, the Board of Zoning Appeals, Historic Architectural Review
Board, and all other local and regional boards, commissions, agencies, committees, and
authorities created by the Town Council or to which the Town Council appoints all or a
portion of its members, and committees appointed by such entities, and the aforesaid
government-related entities and their committees (collectively “Public Entities” and

individually “Public Entity”), making it difficult or impossible for Public Entities to
conduct meetings in accordance with normal practices and procedures.

In accordance with Section 15.2-1413 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended,
notwithstanding any contrary provision of law, general or special, the following
emergency procedures are adopted to ensure continuity of government during the
pendency of the emergency and disaster created by COVID-19:

a. The Town Administrator is empowered and directed to restrict the public from
entering or congregating around Town-owned buildings, facilities, and real
property in the least restrictive manner as reasonably necessary to ensure the
health, safety, and welfare of the public and Town staff.

b. Meetings of Public Entities may be held electronically through real-time
electronic communication means without a quorum of members physically
present in a single location, provided that notice of such meetings is still given in
accordance with applicable laws.

c. Such meetings may be held without permitting members of the public to be
physically present in a central location or in the same physical location as any of
the Public Entities so long as alternative arrangements for public access to such
meetings are made. Such alternative public access may be electronic, including
but not limited to audio, telephone, or video broadcast. The agenda for said
meetings shall state that the meeting will be held remotely, identify Public Entity
members physically and/or electronically present, identify a person responsible
for receiving public comments for said meeting, and contain a notice of the
opportunities for the public to access and participate in said meetings.

d. For any matter requiring a public hearing, by law, public comments will be
solicited and received via written means prior to the vote on such matter. Public
comments may also be solicited and, if so solicited, received, via electronic and/or

telephonic means if possible and practical. All such comments shall be provided
to the members of the body and made a part of the record of such meeting.

e. The minutes of all electronic meetings shall conform to the requirements of
law, identify how the meeting was conducted, members participating, and specify
what actions were taken at the meeting. The Public Entity may approve minutes
of an electronic meeting at a subsequent meeting and shall later approve all such

minutes at a regular or special meeting after the emergency and disaster has
ended.



4. That the provisions of this Emergency Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect
for a period of 60 days, unless amended, rescinded or readopted by the Town Council of
Urbanna in conformity with the notice provisions set forth in Virginia Code §15.2-1427,
but in no event shall such ordinance be effective for more than 6 months. Upon
rescission by the Town Council of Urbanna, or automatic expiration, as described herein,

this Emergency Ordinance shall terminate and normal practices and procedures of
government shall resume.

5. That nothing in this Emergency Ordinance shall prohibit Public Entities from holding
in-person public meetings provided that public health and safety measures as well as
social distancing are taken into consideration.

7. That an emergency is deemed to exist, and this Ordinance shall be effective upon its
adoption.

8. If any provision of this Ordinance is determined to be unlawful, void, or of no effect by
a Court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining provisions shall continue in effect.

At a special meeting of the Town Council of Urbanna held on April 2, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. in the
Council Chambers of Town Hall, Urbanna, Virginia: On a motion duly made by Dr. Bill
Goldsmith, and seconded by Bill Smith, the following Ordinance was adopted by the following

vote:

Adopted: April 2, 2020

AYES:

Mr. DeVries Nay Abstain Absent
Ms. Smith Nay Abstain Absent
Ms. Goldsmith Aye> Nay Abstain Absent
Ms. Hartley (Aye> Nay Abstain Absent
Mr. Chowning (Aye> Nay Abstain Absent

Mr. Wiley Aye Nay Abstain

5 NAYS: 0 ABSTAIN: 0 ABSENT: 1

A TRUE CORyY:




