
1. Call to Order

URBANNA TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
AGENDA 

Thursday, June 11, 2026 - 6:00pm 
Middlesex Volunteer Fire Department - 330 Virginia St., Meeting Room - Urbanna, VA 

2. Approval of Electronic Participation by a Council Member (if needed)

3. Roll Call

4. Pledge of Allegiance

5. Review and Adoption of Meeting Agenda

6. Approval of Minutes

a. May 28, 2026 Work Session Draft Minutes

7. Public Hearings
a. FY26-27 Budget

8. Reports
a. Staff Reports

1. Town Administrator
2. Treasurer

b. Committee Reports
1. Finance 3. Special Events
2. Water 4. Personnel

9. Public Comment 1 & Council Response to Public Comment 1

10. New Business

a. Bridge Geotechnical Contract Approval

b. Acceptance of Resignation of Robbie
c. Resolution to Announce Candidates for Appointment to Town Council Member

11. Old Business
Appointment of Mayor – Resolution 2026-008 

12. Public Comment 2 & Council Response to Public Comment 2

13. Council Announcements & Requests

14. Closed Meeting (if necessary)

15. Adjourn or Recess



 

 
Agenda Item Summaries – Opening the Meeting 

FOR ALL REGULAR MEETINGS & WORK SESSIONS 

Agenda Item: 1 – CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor calls the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. or as close thereto as possible, but not before. 

Agenda Item: 2 – ELECTRONIC PARTICIPATION (if necessary) 
Mayor: Councilmember _____________ has requested to participate electronically in tonight’s meeting due to 
[*state reason] from [*state location]. May I have a motion to approve? 
Motion, Second, Discussion, Roll Call (Clerk calls each member - Aye, Nay, or Abstain.) 

*Allowed reasons for electronic participation per § 2.2-3708.3 of the Code of Virginia: 

1. Temporary disability or medical condition that prevents their physical attendance. 

2. Must provide care to a family member due to a medical condition or to a person with a disability at the time the public 
meeting is being held thereby preventing their physical attendance. 

3. Their principal residence is more than 60 miles from the meeting location identified in the required notice for such 
meeting. 

4. Personal matter and identifies with specificity the nature of the personal matter (work, vacation, etc.).  
(This reason cannot be used more than six times per year.) 

If participation is approved, the minutes must state the remote location from which the member participated. 

Agenda Item: 3 – ROLL CALL (ATTENDANCE) 
Mayor determines a quorum then Clerk calls roll for attendance purposes. 

Agenda Item: 4 – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Those able, stand for the Pledge of Allegiance led by the Mayor. 

Agenda Item: 5 – REVIEW AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
Mayor calls for changes to or adoption of the agenda. 
Sample Adoption Motion: I move to adopt the agenda as presented. 
Sample Change Motion(s): I move to [add, remove, move] the discussion of __________ as/to Item ____ on 
this agenda. 
Motion, Second, Discussion, Voice Vote (all in favor, any opposed) 

  



 

MINUTES 
TOWN OF URBANNA TOWN COUNCIL 

WORK SESSION OF MAY 28, 2026 
 
A work session of the Town Council of the Town of Urbanna, Virginia, was held on the 28th day of 
May 2026 beginning at 6:00 p.m. in the Meeting Room of the Middlesex Volunteer Fire 
Department located at 330 Virginia Street in Urbanna, VA. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 1. CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Pro Tempore Wilson called the meeting to order at 6:01pm. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 2. APPROVAL OF ELECTRONIC PARTICIPATION BY A COUNCIL MEMBER 
Not necessary. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 3. ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS 
Marjorie Austin ..................................................... Present 
Larry Chowning .................................................... Present 
Alana Courtney...................................................... Present 
Beth Justice ............................................................. Present 
Robbie Wilson, Mayor Pro Tempore ............ Present 
Others Present: 
Andrea Erard, Town Attorney 
Christine Hall, Town Clerk 
Michele Hutton, Town Treasurer 
Members of the press and public 
 
AGENDA ITEM 4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Mayor Pro Tempore led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 5. REVIEW AND ADOPTION OF MEETING AGENDA 
Councilmember Austin made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. Councilmember 
Justice seconded. The Mayor Pro Tempore called for any discussion. The Clerk called the 
roll: 
Marjorie Austin ..................................................... Aye 
Larry Chowning .................................................... Aye 
Alana Courtney...................................................... Aye 
Beth Justice ............................................................. Aye 
Robbie Wilson, Mayor Pro Tempore ............ Aye 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 6. PUBLIC COMMENT 1 & COUNCIL RESPONSE TO PUBLIC COMMENT 1 
Sarah Jane Wyatt of Island Lane gave an update on Urbanna Main Street. She said the planning 
grant request for $75,000 was submitted and they will find out in August. If received, they will 
then submit a grant for $1.2 million for implementing the planned projects. She said Urbanna’s 
Main Street is currently in the “Emerging” phase and will be in the “Mobilizing” phase this fall. This 
means they can get up to $150,000 in grants from the Main Street program annually. She said they 
have received three proposals for the wayfinding signs and chose a vendor located in 
Shacklefords. The signs should be installed by the end of June. On behalf of Urbanna Main Street, 
she asked that Council consider funding $6,000 in the FY26-27 budget to support their program 
director.  
 



 

Councilmember Wilson said there is currently $1,000 in the proposed budget. 
 
R. L. Montague of Virginia Street said his property is heavily impacted by the marina bridge 
closure and suggested Council consider replacing it with a dam with a spillway and culverts rather 
than a bridge. He said vehicles need to be able to access the marina. He asked Council to make sure 
whatever solution is chosen will allow kayak and canoe access during high tide. He said the price 
for a new bridge is outrageous and something needs to be done quickly and economically. He said 
waiting on possible federal funding would take too long and the federal government has no money 
as it is. 
 
Councilmember Wilson said there are no definite plans yet but Council is actively working on the 
marina bridge situation. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 7. WORK SESSION MATTERS 
7a. Presentation of FY 2026-2027 Budget 
Councilmember Wilson, Chair of the Finance Committee, gave a budget briefing presentation on 
the Fiscal Year 2026-2027 Proposed Annual Budget (Attachment A). 
 
There is a  proposed $0.02 increase to real estate taxes and 1% increase to the food & beverage tax 
rate. Mr. Wilson said the food & beverage tax increase places some of the burden on tourists 
rather than residents and also means the real estate tax rate will only increase by $0.02 rather 
than $0.04.  
 
Mr. Wilson said the increase to the Water Fund system upgrades is because there is more pump 
house work required. 
 
Councilmember Chowning asked about the Oyster Festival revenues. Ms. Hutton said the food & 
beverage tax collected during the festival goes to the Town. The business license fee revenue 
currently goes to the Oyster Festival Foundation to help pay for security. She said they are 
working to restructure this for the 2027 Oyster Festival so the Town will no longer be a pass-
through and would keep the business license revenue as well. The cost of deputies shown in other 
areas of the proposed budget are for other special Town events such as the Christmas Parade. 
 
Councilmember Wilson asked Council to review the budget in depth and bring forward questions, 
comments, concerns, etc. prior to the Public Hearing at the June 11, 2026 meeting. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 8. ACTION ITEMS 
8a. Approval of May 14, 2026 Regular Meeting Draft Minutes 
8b. Approval of May 20, 2026 Special Called Meeting Draft Minutes 
Councilmember Austin made a motion to approve the May 14, 2026 and May 20, 2026 
minutes as presented. Councilmember Courtney seconded. The Mayor Pro Tempore called 
for any discussion. The Clerk called the roll: 
Marjorie Austin ..................................................... Aye 
Larry Chowning .................................................... Aye 
Alana Courtney...................................................... Aye 
Beth Justice ............................................................. Aye 
Robbie Wilson, Mayor Pro Tempore ............ Aye 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
8c. Resolution 2026-008: Announce Candidate Under Consideration to Fill the Unexpired 
Portion of the Term of Mayor 



 

Ms. Erard presented the resolution and said Council is required to give seven days’ notice that 
they are considering a candidate, Mr. Wilson, to fill the unexpired portion of the term of Mayor. 
Mr. Wilson was elected as Mayor Pro Tempore by Council at the January 8, 2026 organizational 
meeting and has been serving as Vice Mayor since the former Mayor’s resignation.  
 
Councilmember Austin made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-008 announcing that 
Council is considering Robbie Wilson to fill the unexpired portion of the Mayor’s term. 
Councilmember Justice seconded. The Mayor Pro Tempore called for any discussion. The 
Clerk called the roll: 
Marjorie Austin ..................................................... Aye 
Larry Chowning .................................................... Aye 
Alana Courtney...................................................... Aye 
Beth Justice ............................................................. Aye 
Robbie Wilson, Mayor Pro Tempore ............ Aye 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 

RESOLUTION 2026-008 
RESOLUTION TO ANNOUNCE CANDIDATE UNDER CONSIDERATION TO FILL 

THE UNEXPIRED PORTION OF THE TERM OF MAYOR 

 WHEREAS the Honorable William T. Goldsmith resigned his position as Mayor of the Town 
of Urbanna on May 15, 2026; and 

 WHEREAS Mayor Goldsmith’s resignation was accepted by the Urbanna Town Council on 
May 20, 2026; and 

 WHEREAS the term of the Mayor expires on December 31, 2026; and 

 WHEREAS state law authorizes the Urbanna Town Council to appoint an individual to 
fulfill the unexpired portion of the Mayor’s term; and 

 WHEREAS Robbie Wilson has faithfully served as a member of the Urbanna Town Council 
and also currently services as the Vice-Mayor; and 

 WHEREAS Robbie Wilson has declared his candidacy for the office of Mayor for the four-
year term beginning on January 1, 2027. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Urbanna Town Council, at its regular monthly work 
session on May 28, 2026 that, in accordance with Virginia Code section 24.2-228, the Urbanna 
Town Council announces that it is considering Robbie Wilson to fill the unexpired portion of the 
Mayor’s term; and 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that a copy of Mr. Wilson’s resume is attached to this Resolution and 
available for inspection. 

DONE this 28th day of May, 2026. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 9. PUBLIC COMMENT 2 & COUNCIL RESPONSE TO PUBLIC COMMENT 2 
There were no speakers. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 10. COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS & REQUESTS 
10a. Now Accepting Applications to Fill Council Vacancies 



 

Ms. Erard explained that applications are being accepted to fill Council vacancies. There is 
currently one vacancy due to Merri Hanson’s resignation. If Councilmember Wilson is chosen as 
Interim Mayor, a second Council vacancy will need to be filled. 
 
Completed applications are due June 10, 2026 by 4:00pm so that candidates can be presented and 
announced at the June 11, 2026 Council meeting. A Temporary Town Council Member Interest & 
Registration Form is available tonight for those interested and will be available for download from 
the Town website (urbannava.gov) beginning tomorrow, can be obtained by emailing the Town 
Clerk (c.hall@urbannava.gov), or can be picked up from Town Hall (300 Virginia Street). Council 
will vote on appointments at their June 25, 2026 meeting. 
 
10b. Other Announcements 
Councilmember Austin said the next Second Saturday is June 9, 2026. 
 
Councilmember Courtney said she spoke with Don Georgette with Northern Neck Native Plants 
and he said Payne’s Landing looks pretty good. He wants to order 150 native grass plants which 
cost about $1/each. He will get a price. She said he also paid the fee and got the area designated as 
a Certified Wildlife Habitat. He also said we should consider a French drain across the road to help 
with water flowing down Virginia Street. Sarah Jane Wyatt said a plan to stabilize the area is part 
of the planning grant Urbanna Main Street submitted. Councilmember Austin said someone has 
expressed possible interest in putting in a bulkhead as well. 
 
Councilmember Justice said 4th of July plans are continuing. There will be a military band 
sometime between 6-9pm at Taber Park on Friday night and they are not charging a fee for 
performing. On Saturday, there are two bands scheduled at Taber Park: Ray Pittman from 1-4pm 
and Sweet Justice from 5-8pm. She said she found sponsors for Sweet Justice so there will be no 
conflict of interest. She said she was working with Eric Faudree on showing a movie in the park 
but they are encountering issues with copyrighting. Mr. Faudree suggested having a TV satellite of 
fireworks from somewhere else. There will be vendors including hot dogs, mocktails, and an ice 
cream truck. Everyone in town is encouraged to decorate their homes and businesses. She’d like to 
keep the festivities going until it gets dark. Shannon Wilson is heading up a bike rally for kids. 
Something Different is sponsoring a pie-eating contest which will be held at Taber Park. The 
winner will receive a year’s supply of pies from Something Different. Katie Wilson suggested 
having a dunk the Mayor fundraiser. 
 
Michele Hutton said those with veterans’ banners from previous years are invited to bring them to 
Town Hall and they will be flown from mid-June until shortly before the Oyster Festival along with 
250th Anniversary banners. Those with banners currently flying are also welcome to have them 
stay up during this time. The deadline to let Town Hall know that you want to be included is 
Friday, June 15, 2026 in order to give staff time to hang them all. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 11. CLOSED MEETING (if necessary) 
A closed meeting was not held. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 12. ADJOURN OR RECESS 
Councilmember Austin made a motion to adjourn. All were in favor with none opposed. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 6:42pm. 
 
 
Approved by Council: June 11, 2026 



Agenda Item Summary 
JUNE 11, 2026 

Agenda Item: 7 – BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING 
7  Fiscal Year 2026-2027 Budget 

Background: In compliance with Code of Virginia §15.2-2503, Council prepares, through the Town Administrator 
and Finance Committee, a budget for each fiscal year for informative and fiscal planning purposes. The budget is 
advertised twice in the Sentinel (May 21st & May 28th), and a public hearing is held (June 11th). The budget cannot 
be approved the same night as the public hearing. Council will approve a budget and appropriate funds for 
expenditure on June 25, 2026 for the new fiscal year on July 1, 2026. 

Staff Recommendation: Proceed to public hearing as advertised on the proposed Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Budget 
as presented. 

Council Action Requested:  Not at this time. 

Sample Motion: None required.  
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Agenda Item Summary 
June 11, 2026 

Agenda Item: 8 – REPORTS 
8.a. Staff Reports

1. Acting Town Administrator – Robbie Wilson

2. Treasurer – Michele Hutton

8.b. Committee Reports – each committee chair will present their report
1. Finance

2. Water

3. Special Events

4. Personnel





 

 





Agenda Item Summary 
FOR ALL REGULAR MEETINGS 

Agenda Item: 9 – PUBLIC COMMENT 1 & COUNCIL RESPONSE TO PUBLIC 
COMMENT 1 

The mayor opens the Public Comment Period and asks if all who desire to speak have 
had a chance to sign up.  

NO SPEAKERS: Mayor closes Public Comment Period. 

SPEAKERS: Mayor explains that each individual has five minutes to address Council on 
matters not scheduled for Public Hearing. The clerk will keep time. 

After each speaker has been heard, the Mayor asks for any council member’s response. 

Council members may provide brief responses to issues such as clarifications of facts, answers to 
questions, etc. Council members shall limit their response to only those comments immediately 
preceding their response. 



Agenda Item Summary 
FOR ALL REGULAR MEETINGS 

Agenda Item: 10 – New Business 

10.a. Bridge Geotechnical contract

Fiscal Impact: ~$7665.00.  Additional charges are possible but would require approval from 
the acting town administrator. 
Acting Town Administrator’s Recommendation: The option of an emergency crossing is 
being explored to re-establish a vehicle crossing to the town marina before the Oyster 
Festival.  All of the possible engineering options hinge on knowing the load-bearing capacity 
of the soil at the bridge site.  Due to the time constraints of this project, I recommend we 
proceed with the geotechnical survey now, as the results will take 4-6 weeks to come back.  
Council Action Requested: Yes 
Sample Adoption Motion: I move to authorize the acting Town Administrator to execute 
this contract for Geotechnical services, subject to final review and approval by the Town 
Attorney. 
Motion, Second, Discussion, Roll Call (Clerk calls each member for their Aye, Nay, or 
Abstain vote.) 





 

 
 









 

 
 







 

 
 







Agenda Item: 10 – New Business 

10.b.Acceptance of Resignation of Robert “Robbie” E Wilson III

I Robert “Robbie” E Wilson III hereby resign my position as a member of the 
Urbanna Town Council effective immediately. 

________________________ 
Robert “Robbie” E Wilson III 

Sample Motion:  I move to accept the resignation of Robert “Robbie” E Wilson III as a 
member of the Urbanna Town Council effective immediately. 



Agenda Item Summary 
FOR ALL REGULAR MEETINGS 

Agenda Item: 10 – New Business 

10.c.Announcement of Persons Interested in Appointment to Council

Council Action Requested: Approval of the Resolution. 
Sample Motion:  I move to approve the attached Resolution announcing the names of 
potential candidates for appointment to the Urbanna Town Council. 

Motion, Second, Discussion, Roll Call (Clerk calls each member for their Aye, Nay, or
Abstain vote.)



RESOLUTION 
ANNOUNCING CANDIDATES UNDER CONSIDERATION  

TO FILL TWO VACANCIES ON THE URBANNA TOWN COUNCIL 

WHEREAS the Honorable William T. Goldsmith has resigned his position as Mayor 
of the Town of Urbanna; and 

WHEREAS Merri Hanson resigned her position on the Urbanna Town Council; and 

WHEREAS Mayor Goldsmith’s and Merri Hansons’ resignations from the Urbanna 
Town Council were accepted by the Urbanna Town Council on May 20, 2026; and 

WHEREAS Robert “Robbie” E Wilson III has resigned his position on the Urbanna 
Town Council; and 

WHEREAS the Urbanna Town Council has accepted Robbie’s resignation effective 
June 11, 2026; and 

WHEREAS Ms. Hanson’s term expires on December 31, 2026; and  

WHEREAS state law authorizes the Urbanna Town Council to appoint an individual 
to fulfill the unexpired portion of Ms. Hanson’s term; and 

WHEREAS the term of Robert “Robbie” E Wilson III expires on December 31, 2028; 
and 

WHEREAS it is necessary to appoint an individual to serve as a member of the 
Urbanna Town Council until such time as a special election may be held for the remainder 
of the term of Robert “Robbie” E Wilson III and the successful candidate has qualified; and 

WHEREAS applications have been solicited by the Urbanna Town Council of 
individuals interested in being appointed to the Town Council; and 

WHEREAS the Urbanna Town Council intends to make two Council appointments at 
its meeting on June 25, 2026. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Urbanna Town Council, at its regular 
monthly meeting on June 11, 2026 that, in accordance with Virginia Code section 24.2-228, 
the Urbanna Town Council announces that it is considering the following persons to fill the 
unexpired portion of Merri Hanson’s term which expires on December 31, 2026 and the 



term of Robert “Robbie” E Wilson III until such time as a special election may be held and 
the successful candidate has qualified: 

Matthew Gobush

Roy Kime 

Martha Lowe 

Bruce Murray 

Christopher Riddick 

John Ryland

Daniel Snead

DONE this 28th day of May, 2026. 



Agenda Item Summary 
FOR ALL REGULAR MEETINGS 

Agenda Item: 11 – Old Business 

Fiscal Impact: None 
Staff Recommendation: Since the resignation of Mayor William Goldsmith, Vice-Mayor 
Robert “Robbie” E Wilson III has acted in the Mayor’s absence. Council must now formally 
appoint someone to fill the unexpired portion of the Mayor’s term  which is December 31, 
2026. Citizens will elect a new Mayor at the November election, who will take office on 
January 1, 2027. 
Council Action Requested: Yes 
Sample Adoption Motion: I move to appoint Robert E Wilson III as Mayor for the Town of 
Urbanna to fill the unexpired term of William Goldsmith. 
Motion, Second, Discussion, Roll Call (Clerk calls each member for their Aye, Nay, or 
Abstain vote.) 

Appoint Mayor



Agenda Item Summary 
FOR ALL MEETINGS 

Agenda Item: 12 – PUBLIC COMMENT 2 & COUNCIL RESPONSE TO PUBLIC 
COMMENT 2 

Mayor opens Public Comment Period and asks if all who desire to speak have had a 
chance to sign up.  
NO SPEAKERS: Mayor closes Public Comment Period. 
SPEAKERS: Mayor explains that each individual has five minutes to address Council on 
matters not scheduled for Public Hearing. Clerk will keep time. 
After each speaker has been heard, Mayor asks for any council member response. 
Council members may provide brief responses to issues such as clarifications of facts, answers to 
questions, etc. Council members shall limit their response to only those comments immediately 
preceding their response. 



Agenda Item Summary 
FOR ALL REGULAR MEETINGS 

Agenda Item: 13 – COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS & REQUESTS 
Mayor calls on each council member by name to share any announcements or requests. 
This time is generally used for individual council members to share information with other council 
members and the public and to make any announcements of interest to citizens. Council members may 
also request information from staff and/or items requiring action for inclusion on a future agenda during 
this time. This time should not be used to respond to Public Comment issues. 

Agenda Item: 14 – CLOSED MEETING 
Motion: I move that the Town of Urbanna Town Council convene in Closed Meeting in 
accordance with Section 2.2-3711 (A)(1) of the Code of Virginia to discuss the 
performance reviews of the Town Administrator and Town Attorney. 
Motion, Second, Discussion, Roll Call (Aye, Nay, Abstain) 

Reconvene/Certification of Closed Meeting 
Motion: I move to reconvene in open session and certify that only public business 
matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements under the Freedom of 
Information Act were heard, discussed, or considered by Town Council; and only such 
public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the Closed Meeting 
were heard, discussed, or considered by Town Council in accordance with Section 2.2-
3712 (D) of the Code of Virginia, 1950. 
Motion, Second, Roll Call [Each member must individually certify. If any council 
member votes against certification, he/she must so state at this time.] 

Action on Closed Meeting (if necessary) 
Action on matters discussed in Closed Session, if necessary. 

***************************************************************** 
Agenda Item: 15 – ADJOURN OR RECESS 

Motion to adjourn. No second needed. Voice Vote (all in favor, any opposed) 
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