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June 8, 2023 Urbanna Town Council-Public Hearing & Work Session 

Town of Urbanna 
Town Council  
Work Session 

Council Chambers-390 Virginia St. Suite B 
June 8, 2023 

CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 
Members of Council 

Present 
Mayor Bill Goldsmith 
Marjorie Austin 
Larry Chowning 
Beth Justice 
Sandy Sturgill 
Absent 
Alana Courtney 
Merri Hanson 

Others Present 
Garth Wheeler-Town Administrator 
Roy Kime-Zoning Administrator 
Martha Rodenburg-Town Clerk 
Michele Hutton-Town Treasurer 
Andrea Erard-via zoom 
Members of the public and press 

Mayor Goldsmith called the meeting to order at 7:00pm 
All present said the Pledge of Allegiance 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Councilmember Austin made a motion to approve the agenda as presented 
Councilmember Justice seconded 
Austin, Chowning, Justice, Sturgill, and Goldsmith voted yes 

Motion passed 5-0 

PUBLIC HEARING-BOUNDARY LINE ADJUSTMENT 
Mayor Goldsmith gave the background of the Voluntary Boundary Line Adjustment between the Town of Urbanna and 
Middlesex County and reported the Middlesex County Board of Supervisors approved the agreement by a vote of 3-1. 

Mayor Goldsmith opened the public hearing 
• Merriweather Putney of Meadow Lane spoke in favor of the Boundary Line Adjustment

Having no other public comment, Mayor Goldsmith closed the public hearing 
Councilmember Austin made a motion to approve the voluntary Boundary Line Adjustment agreement between 
Middlesex County and the Town of Urbanna as presented 
Councilmember Sturgill seconded 
Councilmember Chowning said this was the second time in Urbanna history there has been a boundary line adjustment, 
with the others taking place in 1902 and 1983 
Austin, Chowning, Justice, Sturgill, and Goldsmith voted yes 

Motion passed 5-0 
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PUBLIC HEARING-ORDINANCE 2023-02 
Mayor Goldsmith gave the background and rationale for Ordinance 2023-02 which would raise in-town water rates and 
slip and electric rates at the Town Marina 
Water rates: 

• Per Draper-Aden, which tracks small water systems, the average increase in water rates has been 8.5% since
Urbanna’s last rate increase

• Water committee will revisit rates on an annual basis
• Certain funding/grants not available to Urbanna due to in-town rates being significantly lower than out-of-town

rates
• Urbanna water rates lower than Middlesex Water Authority
• Upcoming infrastructure upgrades will need to be funded
• Another new well, mandated by Virginia Department of Health-Water
• Many grants are partial reimbursement only

Marina Rates: 
• As a public structure, we want to have fair rates, and for the Town citizens to have the benefit
• Researched comparable rates in surrounding areas
• It is recommended to increase slip rates by approximately 10%
• Marina has never charged for electricity
• The Town Marina currently $1000 per month electric bill
• Discussion took place about the difficulty in determining how much
• Research was done to find stanchions that would meter electric use at each slip, with the price being

approximately $10,000 per stanchion
• Other financial considerations are

o Planned upgrades, including floating docks for safety and accessibility
o BIG grant reimburses 75% on approved grants
o Emergency funds needed

Mayor Goldsmith opened the public hearing 
• Becky Nordstrom spoke against the proposed electric rate increase
• Joyce Eanes spoke against the proposed electric rate increase
• Jim Monk spoke against the proposed electric rate increase
• Jim Deninger spoke against the proposed electric rate increase
• Malur Vijay spoke against the proposed electric rate increase
• Dan Snead spoke against the proposed electric rate increase
• Robert Nordstrom spoke against the proposed electric rate increase
• Johnny Robinson spoke against the proposed electric rate increase

Having no other public comment, Mayor Goldsmith closed the public hearing 

Mayor Goldsmith commented that, after taking public comment, recommended removing electric rates from the 
ordinance. 

Further discussion between Council and the public took place. 

Mayor Goldsmith reiterated his suggestion to remove the electric rates from the ordinance. 

Councilmember Austin mad a motion to approve Ordinance No. 2023-2 without the proposed electrical rate increase. 
Councilmember Sturgill seconded 
Councilmember Sturgill stated her agreement with the speakers and the Town should look into finding a way to meter 
electric usage 
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Councilmember Austin requested documentation of electric rates paid at other marinas be provided 
Councilmember Chowning asked if rates at other marinas had been researched and agreed with metering slips 
Austin, Chowning, Justice, Sturgill, and Goldsmith voted yes 
 Motion passed 5-0 
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PUBLIC HEARING-BUDGET-FISCAL YEAR 2023-2024 
Mayor Goldsmith gave the background of how the proposed budget for FY2023-2024 was developed. 

Mayor Goldsmith opened the public hearing 
There was no public comment regarding the proposed FY2023-2024 budget 
Mayor Goldsmith closed the public hearing 

Per Virginia State Code, the vote for the budget cannot be held earlier than 7 days after the public hearing.  The vote for 
the proposed budget is scheduled to take place June 22, 2023. 

ACTION ITEMS 
Minutes 
Councilmember Justice made a motion to approve the April 13, 2023 minutes as presented 
Councilmember Sturgill seconded 
Austin, Chowning, Justice, Sturgill, and Goldsmith voted yes 

Motion passed 5-0 

PUBLIC COMMENT & PUBLIC COMMENT RESPONSE 
There was no public comment 

MATTERS OF TOWN COUNCIL 
Councilmember Chowning requested Town Staff to meet with Ann Marie Ricciardi, Deputy Town Administrator of 
Middlesex County to discuss finding grants to fund projects.  
Discussion took place with Councilmembers Sturgill and Justice saying they would set-up a meeting with Ms. Ricciardi 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Councilmember Austin reminded Council and the public of the upcoming Farmer’s Market and Second Saturday’s event 

ADJOURN 
Councilmember Austin made a motion to adjourn 
Councilmember Hanson seconded 
Austin, Chowning, Justice, Sturgill, and Goldsmith voted yes 

Motion passed 5-0 

Meeting adjourned at 7:54pm 

Submitted by: 

_________________________________ 
Martha J. Rodenburg 
Town Clerk 
Approved by Town Council-August 10, 2023
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